
Discerning God’s Call In Your Life
The Enlistment and Interpretation Committee (a committee of the Susquehanna  

Conference Board of Ordained Ministry) assists individuals who may be considering a 
call into some form of ministry, through events, opportunities and resources.

STUDENT AID FUND
The Student Aid Fund offers financial assis-
tance to persons preparing to fulfill  their calling 
to the ordained ministry under appointment by 
the Susquehanna Conference. Loans may be 
repaid by ministry service to the conference 
after graduation.  
Requirements: 
• Certified Candidacy 
• Enrollment in a college or seminary approved 
by the University Senate of the United  
Methodist Church  
Contact: Rev. Nicholas Keeney  
717-561-0388 or nkeeney@susumc.org

Enlistment and  
Interpretation committee

For more information as you discern or work 
with others discerning God’s Call, contact

Carol Diffenbaugh
717-737-7923 ext. 104

caroldiffenbaugh@verizon.net 
or 

Rev. Mira Hewlett 
mhewlett@susumc.org

Online resources to explore your call
General Board of Higher Education & Ministry 
Ordained Ministry in United Methodist Church 

http://tinyurl.com/82kb75h 
Exploring the Call - www.explorecalling.org 

The Board of Ordained Ministry website 
www.susumcboom.org

An interview with God’s Calling Event participants
http://www.youtube.comwatch?v=Ud3Y8kdYr98

Events Opportunities

Resources

GOD’S CALLING
If you are an adult (18 or older) questioning 
whether you are being called into the ordained 
ministry, you are invited to God’s Calling Events 
being held on  March 29, 2014 at Aldersgate UMC, 
Mechanicsburg, and August  16, 2014 at First 
UMC Williamsport. Join others who are wondering 
God is I, are you calling me to this form of ministry. 
Areas to be reviewed will include but not limited  
to; Telling your Story, Biblical Call Stories,  
Leadership within the Church and more.  
Participants of previous events have shared how 
helpful this day was in their discernment process, 
please consider joining us. We invite you to come 
with your questions, as together we explore God’s 
Call. A special emphasis on the ministries of the 
ordained, local pastor and certified ministries will 
be shared during this event. If you are currently in 
the candidacy process, attending this event is a 
requirement for certification (in accordance to the 
2012 Book of Discipline).  
 
For more information or to register go to the 
Susquehanna Conference website  
www.susumc.org, link onto the  God’s Call Event.

GOD’S CALL CAMP PASTOR
AN EXCITING NEW MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY

If you are currently serving in the ordained ministry 
(or in the process) within the Susquehanna  
Conference, you may be interested in this  
opportunity to help young people better understand 
God’s Call. In partnership with the Susquehanna 
Conference Camping Program the Enlistment and 
Interpretation Committee of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry is now sponsoring the Camp Pastor  
position. You may be interested in serving several 
days up to a week  during the summer at one of 
the conference camp sites. The Camp Pastor  
will lead a worship service that incorporates and  
empowers young people into leadership of  
worship; using this and other camp opportunities 
to speak about hearing and discerning God’s call. 
If you are interested in taking a leading role in this 
new and exciting ministry, please contact  
Rev.  Michelle Bodle at mbodle@susumc.org  
or call 570-549-5181.

MINISTRY INTERN
Each year the Susquehanna Conference, through 
the work of the Enlistment and Interpretation 
Committee, offers at least two internships in local 
churches for college students. The focus of the 
internship is determined by the mentoring pastor 
and the intern. The ministry intern is expected to 
be engaged in ministry for approximately 10-12 
hours per week during the weeks that school  
is in session. In return for 10-12 hours of  
ministry each week of the academic year, $5,000 
will be paid directly to the student’s college or 
university as a scholarship grant.

“CONFERENCE CALL”
Pastors and youth leaders may be interested in 
the curriculum “Conference Call,” developed 
specifically to help youth better understand 
God’s call and the discernment process. For 
more information or to order this curriculum, 
contact Teryl Cartwright at tcrtwrt@comcast.net.

CULTURE OF THE CALL
Materials have been made available for pastors, 
youth leaders and other leaders of the church  
to be used to help in establishing and  
understanding what is referred to as a Culture  
of the Call. This material will assist you in  
developing means to nurture, recognize  
and affirm individuals being called to the  
ministries within the United Methodist Church. 
This material is important for both clergy and 
laity as together we help individuals realize  
God may be calling them to specific ministries, 
and vocations.
Culture of the Call materials have been posted 
on the Board of Ordained Ministry website, link 
onto Resources. Individuals from the Enlistment 
and Interpretation Committee are available for 
assist pastors, churches, SPRC committees in 
establishing a Culture of Call within their church.

THOMAS K. CARTWRIGHT  
SCHOLARSHIP

This scholarship honors the memory of  
Rev. Dr. Thomas K. Cartwright, a pastor of the 
former Central Pennsylvania Conference who 
contributed substantially to the conference   
and the whole church through his study of,  
and passion for, creating a culture of the call 
among young people. This scholarship has 
been established to support young adults as 
they respond to God’s call to the ordained 
ministry. Applicants must be certified candidates 
for ministry with the Susquehanna Conference 
and currently enrolled or accepted into college 
or seminary AND under the age of 35 years as 
of December 31 of that same year.

EXPLORATION 2015
Are You A Young Adult Discerning the Call to 
Ordained Ministry? If So, EXPLORATION 2015 
is for YOU! 

 Exploration is a three-day event for young adults 
age 18-26 to hear, discern, and respond to God’s 
call to ordained ministry and to explore their gifts 
for service as a deacon or elder in The United 
Methodist Church. If you have sensed God might 
be calling you to ordained ministry, wondered 
what ministry in The United Methodist Church is 
all about, would like help sifting through issues 
involved in an ordained vocation, or want to learn 
more about The United Methodist seminaries and 
theological schools, this gathering is for you.  
In 2015, you will be able to meet other young 
people throughout the United States and world as 
you “connect” with others in the United Methodist 
Church and further your passion for serving God.
The Susquehanna United Methodist Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry will provide  
transportation costs for a limited number  
of participants.  
 
For more information, please  
contact Rev. Julia A.Piper at 814-883-8602 or 
email at japiper@susumc.org



Are you listening?
Many individuals have felt God calling them into
some form of Christian service.
 
Some serve Christ as youth leaders, others as
musicians, and still others as pastors.
 
Some are ordained as deacons, serving the church
within the community.
 
Others are ordained as elders, serving the church
in various settings.
 
The Committee on Enlistment and Interpretation, 
part of the Board of Ordained Ministry, wants to help 
you recognize, discern, and consider God’s call.

Then
Samuel said,

Speak, for  
your servant  
is listening.”

1 Samuel 3:10 NIV

Is god calling you?
If you feel God may be calling you to some form of
ministry, talk to your pastor. Pastors have  
resources available to help you in the process of discerning 
God’s Call. Numerous individuals throughout the conference are 
available to listen and help you during this time. Contact your 
pastor or the Enlistment and Interpretation Committee for a list 
of available individuals.
 
Discovery Place Resource Center, located at the conference  
office in Mechanicsburg, also has resources to help you discern 
God’s call. You can browse their resources at 
www.discovery-place.org

 P.O. Box 2053 • Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-2053

Enlistment and Interpretation Committee
The Board of Ordained Ministry

May god bless you 
as you listen for god’s call

scboom.org/index.php/resources


